
G U T T M A N N  &  B L A E V O E T

CALIFORNIA SECRETARY OF STATE 
STATE ARCHIVES & MUSEUM

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

This multi-use building contains offi ces for the California Secretary of State 
as well as facilities for the State Archives and Golden State Museum.  
The Offi ces of the Secretary of State include the Legislative Bill Annex, 
a 100-seat multimedia auditorium, cafeteria and banquet facilities, and a 
childcare facility.  The Archives includes the 32,000 square foot Golden 
State Museum, a main research room, document processing and storage, 
and laboratories.  The exhibit, research, and document areas are served 
by environmental control systems designed for preservation of documents 
and artifacts. The Golden State Museum brings California’s rich history 
to life with a mix of traditional exhibits and state-of-the-art technology.  
Multimedia exhibits tell the stories of California’s people, places, promises 
and politics.  Like the Archive space, the exhibit areas are served by 
environmental control systems designed for preservation of documents 
and artifacts.  The museum was the fi rst of the new generation of exhibit 
environments that feature “immersion experiences,” which integrates the 
visitor with the exhibitry.  This provided challenges to provide cooling and 
ventilation to exhibit spaces such as a school bus used to view videos on 
school desegregation. This required careful design of diffusers that are 
concealed within the exhibits.

OWNER
State of California

SCOPE
430,000 SF

SERVICES
HVAC, Plumbing, Fire Protection

COST
$60 Million

COMPLETED
1996
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